
On the Pathology Scene 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT   

2014—A Good Year for ISP 

As we start this new month I want to 

update you on the activities of the 

Illinois Society of Pathologists. 2014 

was a good year for ISP and  I would 

be remiss if I did not mention again 

that under the fine leadership of Eleni 

Bourtsos, MD, the Anti-Markup and 

the ACO bill were passed.  Eleni and I and others spent a great 

deal of time in Springfield over the past few years and these 

efforts paid off!  Many thanks also to Barry Ziman and the Col-

lege of American Pathologists for its guidance and strategy .  As 

you realize we spent a significant portion of the ISP’s Advocacy 

Fund on lobbyists and meetings, which helped with our timing, 

strategy and success.  Remember in my last message to you I 

mentioned that another specialty was able to raise $75,000 in 

less than one year to oppose the Anti-Markup bill.  Please do-

nate to Advocacy…..the donation form is attached.  

We Need Anti-Markup Stories  

The Anti-Markup Bill went into effect January 1, 2015.  If you 
have questions or stories about compliance issues with the law, 
please let us know what’s going on.  You can write to me at    
rdecresc@rush.edu, or Pam Cramer at 
pcramer@illinoispathology.org. 
 
The law is clear:   

A physician who orders, but who does not supervise or perform, 

an anatomic pathology service shall disclose in a bill to the pa-

tient the name and address of the physician or laboratory that 

provided the anatomic pathology service and the actual amount 

paid or to be paid for each anatomic pathology service provided 

to the patient by the physician or laboratory that performed the 

service. 
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The ordering physician, when billing a patient, insurer, or third-

party payer, shall not markup or directly or indirectly increase, 

the amount subject to disclosure. 

Prohibition does not prohibit a referring physician from charging 

a specimen acquisition or processing charge if the charge is lim-

ited to actual costs incurred for specimen collection and trans-

portation, and the charge is separately coded or denoted as a 

service distinct from the performance of the anatomic pathology 

service.  

Specific questions regarding interpretation of the law as applied 

to certain business arrangements must be referred to 

the  pathologists’ or the group’s attorney.  However, please 

share any stores you have, or have heard, with us regarding con-

fusion over compliance with the law’s requirements. 

CIGNA - - It’s Not Over Yet 

We are not finished….the specter of CIGNA’s “re-evaluating their 

Modifier 26 policy…” and not paying for professional component 

for CP has not been resolved.  For that reason we will stay fo-

cused and on top of this issue. And we will need money to stay 

focused and protect pathologists.   We are working with Cigna 

and our attorney on a special task force for discussion.  Stay 

tuned.   

Donate NOW to Advocacy 

We need your Advocacy Donations as we continue to fight these 

legislative battles, and if there are pathologists in your group 

who are not members, they need to join. Please support ISP!  

Supporter   $100-$499 
Contributor  $500-$999 
Advocate  $1000-$1999 
Benefactor  $2000-$2999 
Cornerstone  $3000-$4999 
Presidents Circle  $5000 and up 

Robert DeCresce, MD 

https://west.exch032.serverdata.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=wslUe5Q3BEucM3UDskVI1CwDN-d8E9IIEJAOs45APOXSXrO8WL-HGicZrLU3WMsZx74aXHGuxvU.&URL=mailto%3ardecresc%40rush.edu
https://west.exch032.serverdata.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=wslUe5Q3BEucM3UDskVI1CwDN-d8E9IIEJAOs45APOXSXrO8WL-HGicZrLU3WMsZx74aXHGuxvU.&URL=mailto%3apcramer%40illinoispathology.org


 2014 ISP Leadership 

I’m pleased to report that the following pathologists will 

lead ISP this year, please join me in working with them to-

ward another successful year.  Please share your thoughts 

with any of them, their emails are below: 

OFFICERS  
  
Robert P. DeCresce, MD, MBA  
President 
(2015-2017) 
Rush University Medical Center 
312.942.8850 
rdecresc@rush.edu 
  
Ron Champagne, MD (2013-2015) 
President Elect (2015-2017) 
Peoria Tazewell Pathology Group 
309.345.4562 
rchampag2000@yahoo.com 
 
Eleni P. Bourtsos, MD  
Immediate Past President 
(2013-2014) 
DuPage Pathology Associates 
708.245.7885 
elenipb@msn.com 
  
DIRECTORS 
Brian Adley, MD (2014-2016) 
Midwest Diagnostic Pathology 
847.723.7361 
badley@mdpmail.com 
 
John Abran, MD 
(2013-2015) 
4Path, Ltd. 
708.929.4326 
jabran@4path.com 
  
Julio Cabrera, MD 
(2015-2017) 
Midwest Diagnostic Pathology 
847.723.7361 
jcabrera@mdpmail.com 
  
Phillip J. DeChristopher, MD, PhD, FCAP 
(2015-2017)   
Loyola University Medical Center 
708.327.2609 
pdechristopher@lumc.edu 
 
 
 
 

Manuel Doria, MD (2013-2015) 
Central Illinois Pathology 
309.624.9121 
triapath@aol.com 
  
Tom Mientus, MD 
(2014-2016) 
847.549.1312 
847.302.8176 cell 
tfmpath@gmail.com 
  
Krishna Tangella, MD, MBA 
(2013-2015) 
Christie Clinic 
217.337.2174 
Ktangella@christieclinic.com 
  
Kalisha Hill, MD 
(2014-2016) 
Franciscan St. James Health-Olympia Fields Campus 
708-747-4000  ext 81086 
Kalisha.Hill@franciscanalliance.org 
  
Ajay Patel, MD 
(2015-2017) 
Elmhurst Memorial Healthcare 
Ajpatel1@gmail.com 
  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Pamela Cramer, CAE 
847 441 7200 
pcramer@illinoispathology.org 
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Watch for information on the ISP’s 

Spring Meeting “Advocacy Update” in  

newsletters and on the ISP website 
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